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OGBA Directors - 2006

President: Garry Claassen (District 3)
RR 2, Teeswater, ON  N0G 2S0
Phone 519-357-4422  Fax 519-357-4544 
Email  claassen@ogba.ca 

Past President: Cindy Hubble (District 2)
RR 3, Stirling, ON  K0K 3E0
Phone 613-395-2602
Email  hubble@ogba.ca

Treasurer: Sandy Pearce (District 1)
142 Walkers Rd, RR 2
Fenelon Falls, ON  K0M 1N0
Phone 705-887-3073
Email  thekids_and_ewe@sympatico.ca

Vice-President & Secretary: Allison Taylor
(District 2)
RR 2, Williamstown, ON K0C 2J0
Phone 613-347-2949  Fax  613-347-1105
Email  taylor@ogba.ca

Directors at Large:
Lucy Berger (District 1)
RR 2, Hastings, ON  K0L 1Y0
Phone 705-653-4819
Email  berger@ogba.ca

Dino Iannuzzi (District 2)
128 Christian Road, RR 1
Bloomfi eld ON K0K 1G0 
Phone 613-393-3999
Email  dino@netwerx.com

Tobin Schlegel (District 3)
3770 Perth Rd 104, RR 1
Tavistock ON N0B 2P0
Phone 519-655-9975  Fax 519-655-9921
Email  schlegel@uoguelph.ca

Committee Chairs:
Dairy - Dino Iannuzzi
Chevon - Lucy Berger
Fibre - Allison Taylor

Districts: 
District 1: 705/807 area codes
District 2: 613 area code
District 3: 519 area code
District 4: 905/289/416/647 area codes

CNGF Rep for OGBA Garry Claassen
Phone 519-357-4422      Fax 519-357-4544 

Cell 519-357-5744       Email  claassen@ogba.ca 

Goat industry well represented in 2007 Faces of Farming calendar project

Guelph - Both the market goat and milk 
goat sectors of Ontario agriculture are well 
represented in the upcoming Ontario Farm 
Animal Council’s 2007 Faces of Farming 
calendar. Steve and Lisa Cooper of Zephyr 
are representing the market goat sector 
and the month of September while Steve 
and Kate Pastoor of Watford are represent-
ing dairy goat farmers and the month of 
March.

Steve and Lisa Cooper and their two 
children live on “Coopers’ Goat and Veggy 
Farm”, a combination goat and market gar-
den business which supplies produce to six 
area farmers markets. Besides being home 
to the family and more than 300 goats, the 
farm is the site of the successful Uxbridge 
corn maze. Steve is also currently enrolled 
in Class 11 of the Advanced Agricultural 
Leadership Program (AALP) and will be 
traveling to Australia and New Zealand 
next winter on an AALP program study tour. 
Lisa is an avid hockey player and manages 
the farmers market aspect of their business. 
The Coopers’ participation in the project 
was funded, in part, through sponsorship 
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Interested in being a Director?Interested in being a Director?
Article VII of the current Constitution (October 2005) states that Members interested in becoming 
Directors must submit their intent in writing 90 days prior to the AGM. If more than three (3) members 
submit letters of intent, voting will take place at the Annual General Meeting. New directors will assume 
offi ce following the election and after the conclusion of business of the retiring Board of Directors. 

The objectives of OGBA are:
1. develop, provide and circulate sound and objective information about goats;
2. assist goat owners in the improvement and development goat breeds;
3. encourage and promote the advancement of the goat industry and new 
    technologies such as AI and embryo transplant;
4. assist in the development of the meat, fi bre, miniature, and dairy products markets 
    in Ontario;
5. promote the development, sale, and export of agricultural products relevant to the 
    goat industry;
6. provide educational opportunities related to agriculture and rural life relevant to 
    the goat industry;
7. work co-operatively with provincial and national livestock groups for the 
    advancement of the goat industry.

Steve and Lisa Cooper of Zephyr share a 
laugh as they watch the antics of three of 
their farm’s market goats. The goats had 
been brought out for part of the Coopers’ 
photo shoot for the 2007 Faces of Farming 
calendar – but were more than a little unco-
operative about whole process!
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Announcing the   FIRst Annual Canadian Caprine Classicst Annual Canadian Caprine Classic
November 18th &19th, 2006, Western Fairgrounds, London, OntarioNovember 18th &19th, 2006, Western Fairgrounds, London, Ontario

Saturday, November 18thSaturday, November 18th
Boer Show: purebred, percentage and commercial classes. Judge: Joe Raff, Texas A&M UniversityBoer Show: purebred, percentage and commercial classes. Judge: Joe Raff, Texas A&M University
Angora show: Joe Raff (TAMU)Angora show: Joe Raff (TAMU)

Saturday eveningSaturday evening
7:00 pm: Gala Banquet7:00 pm: Gala Banquet
Speakers: Tracy-Lynn Reside (CCSI), Joe Raff (TAMU), and Sue Barker

Sunday, November 19thSunday, November 19th
Open Doe Dairy Show: Nubian, LaMancha, Saanen, Toggenburg, Alpine and Recorded Grade classes. Open Doe Dairy Show: Nubian, LaMancha, Saanen, Toggenburg, Alpine and Recorded Grade classes. 
Judge: Sue Barker, BCJudge: Sue Barker, BC

Sunday EveningSunday Evening
7:00 pm: Canadian Caprine Classic Spotlight Sale, Auctioneer: Andrew Sauder7:00 pm: Canadian Caprine Classic Spotlight Sale, Auctioneer: Andrew Sauder

For more information contact:
Tobin Schlegel - 519-580-6764, schlegel@uoguelph.caTobin Schlegel - 519-580-6764, schlegel@uoguelph.ca

or Danielle Browning 519-874-4868, info@essandea.comor Danielle Browning 519-874-4868, info@essandea.com
or visit  www.caprineclassic.ca

from Ontario’s red meat committee of which the Ontario Goat Breeders’ Association is a 
member. The red meat program funding comes from Canada and the Province of Ontario 
under the Canada-Ontario Research and Development (CORD) program, administered by 
the Agricultural Adaptation Council.

Steve and Kate Pastoor were both raised on farms - Steve on a dairy cattle farm in 
Lambton County and Kate on a hog farm in Elgin County. Both knew that they wanted a 
future in farming and after they were married a year and a half ago, they began to explore 
options related to various types of livestock. They settled on dairy goats and currently milk 
about 360 animals. In their free time, both are sports enthusiasts - Steve enjoys playing 
hockey and Kate plays baseball. Their appearance in the 2007 calendar was sponsored by 
the Ontario Dairy Goat Cooperative.

As was the case with the 2006 calendar, the 2007 project will feature 13 different Ontario 
farmers and farm families with photography by Terry Scott White of Kitchener. Stories be-
low the photos talked about these individuals - their hobbies, volunteer activities, families, 
environmental initiatives on their farms, and the animals they raise. The goal of the project 
is to illustrate to media the positive work being done on Ontario farms by introducing them 
to real farmers. Last year’s project generated more than 40 printed stories and interviews 
with the calendar’s participants. The value of this media coverage was determined to be 
$82,000 which is approximately double the cost of the entire project.

Filming for the project took place in August and calendar presales are now underway 
at the OFAC offi ce. Copies of the calendar are $10 each plus postage. The calendar will be 
available in early November. An online order form will be available on the OFAC website 
by October 1, 2006 at www.ofac.org . Last year’s print run of 5500 calendars was completely 
sold out by early January.

OFAC will be mailing complimentary copies of the calendar to 1000 Ontario politicians, 
1000 grocery stores and 650 media outlets. 

Dairy goat farmers Steve and Kate Pastoor of 
Watford pose for photographer Terry Scott 
White of Kitchener during their recent photo 
shoot for OFAC’s 2007 Faces of Farming 
calendar.

Workshop - Delivering Humane Food - Featuring Dr. Temple Grandin - October 26 at Toronto, Ontario
One-day workshop featuring keynote speaker, Dr. Temple Grandin, renowned farm animal welfare specialist and consultant: top animal welfare 
challenges facing Canada’s food sector and how they can be overcome. Followed by Q&A. At the Hilton Toronto, 145 Richmond Street West. 

Presented by the Canadian Coalition for Farm Animals (CCFA). Advance registration only. $49 includes one-day workshop, handout, refreshments. 
Contact the Canadian Coalition for Farm Animals    email: Info@humanefood.ca      phone 1-866-303-CCFA (2232)      www.humanefood.ca

Nutrient Management Training Courses - www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/nm/cert.html 
If you’re interested in becoming certifi ed as a nutrient management consultant, or are a broker or land applicator, visit the training and certifi cation 
website for information about the next scheduled exam. An exam session is scheduled for October 27 at a number of different OMAFRA Resource 

Centres. Clients interested in attending courses and or exams should register on the Nutrient Management Information Line at 1-866-242-4460.



24 - GOATKEEPER

Picture this. You’re sitting at your computer and you click on a 
button that takes you directly to one of two Canadian goat farms. 
You enter either section of the website and arrive 
at an aerial photograph of a picturesque farm. By 
clicking on the various barns or pasture fi elds, you 
can zoom in to those spots to get a closer look at 
what’s going on.

Once inside, pop-up screens with text and facts 
will explain what’s happening and answer common 
questions about dairy farming. Visitors will learn 
a bit about the farm families, what the goats are 
eating, types of housing for goats and their kids, breeds of goats, 
and much more. The tours also offer the opportunity to showcase 
many initiatives underway on Canadian dairy farms, from food 
safety and environmental programs to herd health initiatives and 
biosecurity. 

Another component of the tours is a video component which 
features Ontario farmers talking about why they like raising goats. 
Videos also show feeding time, hoof trimming and the process 
involved in milking goats.

It’s the idea behind a new Virtual Farm Tour project launched 
by the Ontario Farm Animal Council (OFAC) earlier this year. The 
project’s premise is based on the concept long used by real estate 
fi rms to allow would-be home owners to remotely tour potential 
properties. 

These tours are part of a growing number of virtual farm expe-
riences now offered on the www.farmissues.com website and are 

a new tool in OFAC’s efforts to reach Canadian 
consumers, most of which don’t know any farm-
ers and have never visited a real farm. The virtual 
tours are an important way of making agriculture 
more interesting and accessible to consumers. 
There are now a total of 11 farms on the website 
which features beef cattle, veal, swine, goats, 
sheep, deer and elk farms. Tours for chicken and 
ratites (ostrich, emu and rhea) farms are planned 

for the spring of 2007 and OFAC continues to fundraise for turkey 
and egg farm tours. 

OFAC appreciates the willingness of two Ontario goat farm 
families to participate in this project: Jim and Sylvia Parrish of 
Blyth (dairy goats) and Adrian and Bonnie Laman of Cayuga 
(market goats).

Funding for this project was approved by seven of Ontario’s 
livestock organizations and comes, in part, through contributions 
by Canada and the Province of Ontario under the Canada-Ontario 
Research and Development (CORD) Program, an initiative of the 
federal-provincial-territorial Agricultural Policy Framework de-
signed to position Canada’s agri-food sector as a world leader. The 
Agricultural Adaptation Council administers the CORD Program 
on behalf of the province. Funding for the dairy goat tour was also 
supported by the Ontario Dairy Goat Cooperative.

OGBA Ontario Goat Producer Farm Signs
available at a special price. These are the older design, with 
dairy and Angora goats. (Sorry, no meat goat. Meat goat 

producers may wish to wait until the new design is released, 
which will include a meat goat.) Double-sided metal sign 41 

x 12.5 cm (5” x 16”), pre-drilled with mounting bracket, 
for the low, low price of $10 including postage! When these 
signs were first produced, they were sold for $25 each. We 
want to move them out so we can get the new ones in. To 

order, send your cheque to the OGBA Secretary.

Improve and enhance your goat management 

PRODUCTION MANUALS
Manual #1 - Let’s make a Decision: Aimed at the new or novice Aimed at the new or novice Aimed at
goatkeeper, or anyone thinking about raising goats, this manual 
has everything you need to know, starting with selecting stock to 
record-keeping charts. It is written by goatkeepers, for goatkeep-
ers, in terms that everyone can understand. 

Manual #2 - How the Industry Grows: This manual has been 
produced for the more experienced goatkeeper. It is a more 
in-depth look at products and marketing. Topics include: grad-
ing meat goats, assessing a live goat’s body condition, Grade A 
requirements for shipping milk, and faults in raw mohair. The 
writers of this manual have over 50 years combined experience 
in raising goats.

Price per manual        
OGBA Members $25.00       Non-Members $35.00

Prices are in Canadian funds. Shipping is $5 extra per manual, 
or arrangements can be made for pick-up in your district. Order 

manuals through the OGBA Secretary.

Goat Farming in Canada -A virtual experience!
by Kelly Daynard, Ontario Farm Animal Council
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Arrival:  Thursday, November 2, 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
    Friday, November 3, 12:00 am to 7:30 am 
In Place By:  Friday, November 3, 8:30 am 
Release:  Saturday, November 4, 6:00 pm 
Out By:  Sunday, November 5, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

CGS sanctioned junior and senior shows
for Alpine, Saanen. Toggenburg. La Mancha, Nubian

Judging: Saturday, November 4 at 9:00 am 
 Location: Goat Ring, Lower East Annex 
Judge: Ralph Borrelli, Georgetown, ON

Dairy Goat Junior Showmanship
Saturday, November 4 immediately following the

dairy goat show in the Lower East Annex 
Judge: TBA 

Class 1: Junior, age 6 - 12 on show day 
Class 2: Senior, age 13 - 21 on show day

www.royalfair.org
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Information on Angoras - by Margrit Multhaupt
To most people, angora goats look like a cross between a sheep 

and a goat, and when my curious neighbours came to view my fi rst 
imports, I overheard some of them discussing that I was all green 
and did not even know what I was getting into, having spent good 
money for the sheep-goats. 

But the angora goat is in fact a true goat, even though it may 
prefer the company of sheep to that of dairy goats on pasture. 
However, as new research is added to old facts, it appears that the 
angora goats have different ancestors than the dairy breeds of goats, 
somewhere in the dim past. 

Professor Dr. Selahattin Batu, President of the Zoo Technical 
Institute Veterinary School of the University of Ankara, Turkey 
published a new research paper on angora goats in 1951, which over-
throws the common belief that Turkey is the original homeland of 
the angora goat. Although their existence in that country, especially 
in the region of Ankara from which the goat even derives its name, 
can be proven for at least 23 centuries from clay tablets unearthed 

Backward Glance...
This article was taken from the 

December ’86- January ’87 issue of Browse.

in Mesopotamia, we learn of a much older history of the angora 
goat. They are described by people of the Sumerian civilization of 
the time of the kings Lugaldana and Urukagina nearly 4000 years 
B.C., as goats with beautiful hair “mas-bar-tug” (the dairy goats had 
a different name). From these clay tablets and from seals, we learn 
that they were used as offerings to the gods and that they were so 
highly regarded that people could pay their taxes with them. 

But the fact remains that all angora goats now living in North 
and South America, and also the large herds of South Africa, 
originated in Turkey and were not allowed to be exported from 
there prior to 1850.

Two antique books exist in the library of the University of 
Guelph and the University of British Columbia, giving all the details 
of early imports into the United States and the Republic of South 
Africa as well as the history of the early mohair industry both in 
Turkey and the new import countries. These books are:

“A Manual of Angora Goat Raising”
(with a chapter on Milch Goats)
by George Fayette Thompson, M.S.
Chicago, IL, USA,  American Sheep Breeder Co. Press 1902
and
“The Angora Goat” 
(and a paper on the ostrich)
S.C. Cronwright Schreiner

Longmans, Green & Co. London, New York and 
Bombay 1898

The fi rst angoras arrived in Canada around 
the turn of the century. And since this fact is 
largely unknown, most people think that they 
fi rst appeared here shortly after 1970. But the 
“Dominion Department of Agriculture” which 
is Agriculture Canada today, printed a very good 
pamphlet on the angora goat and its management 
in 1915; it is titled: “The Angora Goat” by H.S. 
Arkell, B.S.A, B.Sc., and Horace V. Bent, B.S. 

Some years ago I obtained a copy of it from 
the Ontario Department of Agriculture in Sud-
bury, but they have since refused to hand out 
more copies. Perhaps with pressure from a lot 
of people??? The pamphlet is worth it.

More modern information can be found in 
“Angora Goats and Mohair in South Africa” by 
J. M. van der Westhuysen and D. Wentzel and 
M.C. Grobler. 

Other books:
“Angora Goats the Northern Way”
by Sue Drummond, Stony Lonesome Farm
“The Angora Goat Book and Guard Dogs”
by Jean Ebeling
The book “In Search of Mohair” by T.W. 

Hibbert, published by the British Mohair Spin-
ners of Bradford, England actually shows an all 
black angora as the mascot in a herd of regular 
white angoras on Page 12. Here you can see for 
yourself that black angoras do exist although I 
have never yet seen one (alive).

And of course there is the Texas A&M Uni-
versity in College Station, Texas which regularly 
prints research papers. So don’t despair; there is 
information if you will only look for it. 


